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2nd DECEMBER, 1948.

Decr Sir and Lvo
By, the desire of the Worshipful Master, you are hereby
summcned to attend a regular meeting of your Lodge at the

MASONIC HALL, HIGH STREET, WALSALL, on

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21st, 1948, at 5-O p.m. prompt.

Yours fraternally,

M. J. SOMERFIELD, P.M.,

Secretary

Dark Morning Dress with White Collar, Black Tie and Shoes or Uniform,



PREAMBLE TO BY-LAWS.—The Lodge being formed for the instruction and improvement
of the brethren in Freemasonry, its members are expected to give special attention to this and
to the study of the meaning and symbolism of the Craft. Regard should be paid to this in all
proceedings and business of the Lodge, and in the election of every candidate, whether for
initiation or as a joining member.,

Hgenda,

1. To Open the Lodge at 5-0 p.m. precisely.
2. To read the Summons convening the Meeting.

3. To read and (if approved) confirm the Minutes of the Tast regular
Meeting of the Lodge, held October 26th, 1948.

4. The W.M. will invest Officers absent at Installa’ioyn : —

W. Bro. S. G. WHEWAY, P.P.G.Org., »s Urgunist.
Bro. G. G. EVANS, as S.D.

5. To Ballot for, as a Candidate for Imit'ation and Men bership of the iy
Lodge : —
Mr. JOHN BABBAGE PRISUOTT, Cost sccountant, aged 33,
residing at 92, Delves Crescent, Wals-lil. P-.oposed by W. Bro.
M. J. Somerfield, seconde? v - Bro. G 1i. }ayliss, at the Meeting
held on 26th October, (248

6. To Initiate (if elected) Mr. JOHN LS aXBaGE PRISCOTT.

7. W. Bro. C. T. TAKLUW, P.r C.W. (Worcs.) will read a Paper
entitled. “ 4 YALK W\TF THE INITIATE.”

8. To report Com.:micatior= fi m Grand Lodge.

9. To rec~ive Propositicns.

10. Te Jlose the Le  ge.

- To Collect Alms. —~

~ PRACTICE NEETING will be held on MONDAY, 20th DECEMBER, 1948,
at 8.0 p.m. All Brethren are invited. (Tea at 6-0 p.m.)

Regular Meetings in 1949: February 22nd; April 26th; May 17th;
October 25th;; December 20th.

N.B.—The Librarian would be glad if Brethren who have Books on loan, would
return them as early as possible, for the use of other Brethren.

P.S.—Owing to the difficulties of catering, refreshments will he provided only
for those who return postcard by the 17th inst. at the latest.
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A Talk with the Initiate.

You have discovered for yourself a new world, and,
quite naturally most things appear to you as "strange",
excopting maybe the faces of your several friends: and
those friends have a "new look" because of their regalila.
All human beings are more or less responsive: woren
possess a certain faculty of a much keener 6r?er 1han wan -
the male; but most of us have had the pecull.v experizince
of sensing that we are "wanted" or "not wunied". Tlere
1s what we term an "atmosphere", ard 't communicaces itself
to us In a very subtle way. We iow 1f “ve are not welcome,
and there 1ls no need for us tc Le told. ‘Ne also know if we
are welcome, It 1is uselens. to argie-with your wife,lif,
after bringing Bill Smisl to yo o hume for the first time,
she remarks on his departure th:t she has no wish to see
him again. Hex» inguition ras told her sufficient about
Blll Smith, end very ra.h more than you had supposed.

I teel quits sure that you have sensed a peculiarly
frienaly sihere o almosphere this evening, and that you
feel "ot home', if not qulte fully at your ease in these new
:urfoundings. Your brethren have done something more‘than
#rlp you oy the hand; they have opened their hearts to you,
and have recelved you into this masonic lodge, and also into
the wider, the world wlde masonic circle. We particularly
wish you to feel that fact. Had there been but one member
who had no wish to welcome you, then you would not have been
hsre: Hence there is unanimous sincerity in the welcome

extended to you.
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Truly,.you are an apprentice, and have much to
learn. Have no fear; and do not feel discouraged because
you fall at present to understand much of what you have
heard and seen so far. Everything 1s very carefully
planned in simple and easy form for your instructica, and
every brother is ready and willing to help you, Think
out your questions, which will be received ~lally an< Jealt
with carefully. Remember that each and c-very onc ¢ us
started along the road at exactly the s me plac> vhere you
began - that 1s, both outslde and lislde the lodge roome.

If we compare the birth »f a bsby into this world
wlth your masonic birth int. t..is lod-e there are many
similar phases to be obrovode. > s posslble to mske
Interesting comparisris from .~weption to delivery, and
onwards to educa‘tion and vpovringing: but you will profit
greatly by obs™vaing th. masonic progress of the brother
who follows Tou. Thi- comparison will become more apparent
when you he.ve peisseu through two further stages, and I must
be creful not tv anticipate. Nevertheless, you will have
CQSonved vhe wonderful transformation from darkness to
light - f~om complete utter darkness to that most welcome
light when you were shown that which must be your daily
gulde through life, and certain tools to symbolise how you
are to act. You may have made already a mental note
that you have passed, sywbolically and asctually, from the
darkness of Iignorance to the light of truth. Previous to
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this evening, your actual knowledge of freemasonry was nill,
and you were in a state of mental darkness. ‘.wa your eyes
have been opened; and although "the light" is all around
you it will take a little time for your eyes to become
accustomed to the light, and you will pick out thinge
gradually. Be patient, just as we shall endeavolr to be
patient with you.

Your general charter 1s contained in “he fiiai "charge"

delivered to you, and I strongly advise yo. to ~o.wmence to
learn and understand every word of Saa% charc~s. The more
positively you make it your own, tne more surely will you
find a still greater interest ‘'a all rouir masonic worke.
It will not fall to take yvuw. furthe:, day by day, week by
week, month by month, rmna year ), year; and no matter how
few or how many may “e the vears ahead, (may there be many
happy years for y>1) proh.ouns and points of great interest
will arise,: :d you wil). have fitted yourself to pass on to
others tha“ which ;o1 have made your own.

masonry -8 most freely illustrated by symbols.

Whin you geu adwn to work, you will find how many of these

8 =bols cerep up dally in your ordinary life. Our very
language is full of them. . How often do we ask "Do you see?".
The question does not always refer to our physical eyesight,
but to our mental comprehension. Similar guestions and

phrases are very common, and you wlll have no difficulty in

thinking out specimens for yourself. Quite outslide masonry,
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you have been .taught to live an upright 1life, to keep on
the level, and to act on the square. Take a look at the
jewels worn by J.W., S.W,, and W.M, The W.M. has already
directed your attention to other most interesting symbnl.,
and I am quite sure that you will profit by making n ~vudy
of these 1n due course.

The V.S.L. is full of symbolisms, and ‘he book of
Psalms in particular. In Pse146 you will find the words
"The Lord openeth the eyes of the blincg'. Tra®t caylng can
be applied both physlically and mentcllr, as > have
appreclated this very evening. Pcel, v-1 the opening
words of the book are:

"Blessed is the man tlst wall'ecl. not in the

counsel of the unrdly, ~o. :sandeth in the

way of sinners, nor si*teivh in the seat of

the scornful."
How can we so wali, stand, or sit? Obviously there is a
hidden meaning, “1t no* oifficult to discover.

Ps,15, ve2. monvions "He that walketh uprightly".
Take encth r look at the J.W.'s jewel. ]

By £8+5, VeS. asks "make thy way straight before my
face™, Tie SeW.'s jewel will help you here.

-~ the book of the prophet Amos, chapter 7, vv.7
and 8, wlll be found a reference to the plumbline, which
agaln has relationship to the JeW.'s jewel.

Ps+119, v.105 - "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path". That should help us to walk

uprightly, on the level, and asct on the squaree.
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I feel sure that your experiences this evening will
induce you to make still greater use of the V.S.L., bearing
in mind that there 1s no need to apologise for referring to

it here.,l‘xﬂeihave the VeSeLe In our lodges as a sign Thot

MD\ Mie

l.yoed, one of the most important parts of the rnm,ée,

t(’-obably the most important part) recommern’s & your
G‘t serious eontomplatim (as a freemason, the Vileim,
ombsrging you to consider 1t as the unay elag 76 nawsrd of
iﬁﬁuth and justice, and %o regulale¢ oxr actions by the
%vm precepts it contains. <o do that jou must study
é‘o VeS.Ls to be taught thn Zwportaw. Jutles you owe %o

e n

ﬁd, to your neighbour, -ail to yoirielfe
yod
rom
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only rocerntive, “ut 8180 propaic jouisvas oo S0 amapo il LU
thoce whe coliow you as Iinitlates, as well as fully
vu=-operatlve in every way. Here 1t is a grand case of
"all for each and each for all"; hence happiness all rounde.
Learn to offer aend to give as well as to ask for and to

recelve, and so will time pass on golden wings.



